99.   EXTRACT FROM A LETTER TO LORD IRWIN

October 8, 1931

You will have seen with sorrow the failure of my first effort.
It does not dismay me. I shall toil on. I repeat the promise given
to you that I shall take no decisions on the important questions
discussed by us without first seeking an interview with you and
placing my difficulties before you.

Halifax, p   317

100.   SPEECH AT CONFERENCE OF MISSIONARY
SOCIETIES IN GREAT BRITAIN AND IRELAND*

LONDON,
October 8, 1931

The meeting was begun with a brief period of silence and the Rev W*
Paton, who piesidcd, welcomed Mr. Gandhi and expressed the appietiation
of the missionary societies of the fact that Mr. Gandhi could spate time to
meet them in the midst of ttcmendous picssurc of work

Mr Gandhi, after expressing pleasmc at being present and at meeting
those who repicsented a much larger audience, said,

I am appearing before you like a prisoner at the bar, but my
jailors are friends. There must be no barrier between us, no har-
bouring of any grievance on cither side. From youth upwards I
have enjoyed the friendliest relations with missionaties throughout
the world, and in South Africa I came into close touch with some
of the finest of Christian missionaries. I attended your churches
most regularly and also private prayer meetings and the views I
express now are the views I expressed then.

A temporary misunderstanding had arisen between you and
me. When newspaper men pry into the affairs of those leading
public lives the latter get misrepresented, sometimes maliciously
and at other times unintentionally,

conference was held at Church Missionary House, 6 Salisbury
Square. The Rev. W. Paton presided The meeting was private and the only
report issued to the Press was to the effect that a friendly discussion had
taken place
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